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EDITORIAL 


In November members of the editorial 
teams from 13 village newsletters met at 
the Windmill Centre at the invitation of ~~“t 
Jackie Simpson of the OxrorDsHIRE RURAL 
Community Councit. Together they cover most of villages in the north 
of the county with circulations ranging from 120 to 1400. One is a 
single folded A4 sheet published quarterly. Most are professionally 
printed, and so cost much more. The DMN has by far the most pages, 
and involves the greatest team of helpers as indicated below, making 
it a unique community effort. The parish is deeply indebted to all of 
them - as to Marilyn Simons, who makes the school premises avail- 
able for the printers and collators. Without all that voluntary time and 
energy, it would not be possible for the DN to repay a debt of honour 
to the parish by providing new notice boards throughout the com- 
munity. Let’s hear it for them all!!! ... and in 2003 keep supporting 
the advertisers who fund the whole operation. CH 


See page 16 for more Diary information 


Mon 2 Monday Morning Club: Christmas lunch at the Cotswold Restaurant, noon for 12.30 pm. > p.7 


Babies & Toddlers’ Group Carols, Windmill Centre, 9.30-11 am. > p-6 


Wed Deddington Ladies: Holly Tree, 8 pm. 

Wed British Legion: Stag Night, men only over 18 yrs old, 8 pm 
Fri 

Sat Hempton Church Bazaar, 2 pm. > p.13 


4 
4 
Thu 5 Monday Morning Club: Bus leaves Market Place at 6 pm for Albert Herring at the Apollo. > p.7 
6 
7 


Sun 8 Advent Carols by Candlelight, concert by CHoros, Parish Church, 6.30 pm. > p.4 


Tue 10 WI: Christmas party. 


Wed 11 Friendship Club: Christmas Party, Windmill Centre, 2.30 pm 

Wed 11 Deddington History Society: Christine Bloxham on Christmas Customs, Windmill Centre, 7.30 pm. 
Sat 14 Banbury Choral Society concert, Parish Church, 7.30 pm. 

Sat 14 British legion: Live Music, Barry Ash, 8 pm. 

Sun 15 British Legion: Grand Meat Draw, 1.30 pm. 

Mon 16 Youth Club: Disco, 7-9 m, Windmill Centre. > p.6 

Wed 18 Boys’ Brigade Christmas party, Windmill Centre. > p.6 

Wed 8 Parish Council Meeting, Town Hall, 7.30 pm. > p.2 

Fri 20 Babies & Toddlers’ Group: Christmas Party, Windmill Centre, 9.30-11 am. > p.6 
Sat 21 Deddington Farmers’ Market: 9 am ~ 12.30 pm. NB Change of date. > p.12 

Sat 21 British Legion: Children’s Christmas Party, 2- 5 pm. 

Tue 24 Carols in the Market Square, 6.00pm > p.9 

Tue 24 British Legion: Grand Draw, 7.30pm. 

Wed 25 British Legion: Family Party night, Games, Music Quiz and lots of fun, 8 pm. 
Thu 26 British Legion: Live Music, Stacey Parsons, 8 pm. 


Reminder: If you are planning a village event and consult the diary editor before you fix the final date, she will be able to advise 
you whether any other group already has plans for the same day that might draw off your potential support. Of course, if 
you then register your fixture with her well in advance, she will be able to advise other groups to avoid competition. 


Deddington News - Copy please to the relevant editor by next copy date: JAN 21 


MANAGING Eprtor: Christopher Hall, The Knowle, Phil- MONTHLY ADVERTS: Annette Murphy = 337318 
cote St 338225 <achall@globalnet.co.uk> ANNUAL ADVERTS! Kate Lane, 


PARISH AFFAIRS Corres: Norman Stone 
Ciuss Epitor: Alison Day 


338019 Castle End, Castle Street 337602 
337204 TREASURER: Buffy Heywood, 


<alison.day @btinternet.com> Deddington Manor, New Street 338212 


Diary Epitor: Jean Flux 
FEATURES EDITOR: Molly Neild 
CHURCH/CHAPEL ED: Frank Steiner 
Letters Epitor: Kristin Thompson 


338153 DUPLICATING: Ruth Johnson 338355 
338521 and Pat Swash assisted by Jo Mace 

338264 COLLATING & DistRIBUTION: Pat Brittain 338685 
337052 assisted by Liz Handley, Alison Brice = 338950 


<op@kristin.demon.co.uk> and teams 


Cover: Maureen Dew 


DeEDDINGTON-ON-LINE: http://www.deddington.org.uk 


2- December 2002 


MEETING IN TOWN HALL, 20 Nov 2002 

Present: Cllrs Flux (chair), Alton, Cox, Ellis, Harvey, 
Haslam, Rollason, Spencer, Squires, Swash, Todd, 
Watts, Westley, Wood, the Clerk, the minutes secre- 
tary, D/Cllr O’Sullivan &6 members of the public. 

NUISANCE NEWS 

Mark Harmon and Neil Francis outlined the work of the 
CDC Nuisance Group which cooperates with Social 
Services, housing associations and other organisa- 
tions to investigate and deal with anti-social behav- 
iour, noise complaints and other environmental nui- 
sances. Acceptable Behaviour Contracts with young 
people are having some success. Noise nuisance 
complaints need to be backed up by accurate diary 
sheets - what dates, how often, for how long, at what 
time of the day or night, how loud - and if proven can 
lead to the serving of an Abatement Notice. Failure 
to comply is a criminal offence. Initial contact should 
be made with CDC, tel 01295 252535. 

10-MINUTE OPEN FORUM 

Martin Hovard, Deddington Colts Management Com- 
mittee, presented facts and figures about the scope 
and performance of DCFC , which has the rare dis- 
tinction of an FA Charter Award. The Club is growing, 
and existing facilities may not be adequate to cope 
with additional needs such as funding and playing 
facilities. The Club was asked to present a well-rea- 
soned paper to the PC Environment & Recreation 
Working Group and the Windmill Committee. 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

PC authorised £400 to fund new songbooks for the 
traditional Christmas Eve carol singing in the Market 
Place. Please return songbooks afterwards. 

DCFC asked approval for football shirt logo incorpo- 
rating Coat of Arms. PC refused unless the design 
is modified, to separate the football from the Coat 
of Arms. 

PC to send letter of support to school, backing their 
“Better Ways” campaign and application for OCC 
grant towards improved cycle access and training, 
and anti-congestion “walking buses”. 

PC insurance will cover BMX track, provided weekly 
checks are made, plus an annual inspection by 
ROSPA. 

CLIFTON AND HEMPTON FOOTPATHS 

Further consultations and site visits are planned before 
next stages of work are carried out. 

PC STEPS DOWN 

Requests from parishioners for the provision of steps 
down the bank on the west side of New Street and 
for modified street lighting on Goose Green are not 
within PC’s authority and were referred to OCC. 

PLANNING 

PC no objection. (i) Glencree, Philcote Street - fell 
rowan tree. (ii) The Knowle, Philcote Street - fell 
holly tree and plant robinia. (iii) Lime Cottage, New 
Street - refurbish windows. (iv) Hoopnins, 5 Manor 
Farm Barns - convert existing garage to residential 
and provide new single storey garage. (v) No 16 The 
Beeches, Earls Lane - 2-storey extension. (vi) Hol- 
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combe Hotel - change of use to 3 private residential 
units and erection of new detached dwelling, all with 
garages. (PC had some reservations about adequacy 
of parking and the safety implications.) (vii) Flat 1, 
Thimble Cottage, Chapel Square - remove rooflight 
and fit new window over doorway. 

PC objection (viii) Mullions, Castle Street - convert 
and extend existing garage into self-contained annex. 
Over-development of site, which is not big enough 
for two dwellings. 

PC noted that (1) letters of objection have been re- 

ceived on proposed development at The Hazels, No 
1 The Maunds, High Street, Deddington: 
(2) applicant for outline permission to erect a dwelling 
on land in Clifton, adjacent to Sedgehill and adjoin- 
ing Four Winds, does not hold the freehold to the 
access track. 

CDC approvals - The Stone House, Market Place 
- conservatory: Holly Tree Club, Horsefair - timber 
shed. Corner House, High Street - fell weeping ash 
and reduce poplar: Webbs Barber Shop, Hudson 
Street - change of use from garage to hairdress- 
ers (retrospective): Antiques Centre, Laurel House, 
replace garage doors with door and window: Swere 
House, Clifton - 2-bay wagon shed: Grove Barn, 
Deddington - detached garage: No 1 Hopcraft Lane 
- single storey extension and internal alterations: 
Leadenporch House, New Street - alterations to East 
Wing and barn, new heating installation and garden 
gate: No 2 Hempton Road - two storey extension 
and garage. 

CDC refusal - Red Lion, Market Place - 3 two-storey 
dwellings. 

Appeal against outline planning refusal on land adja- 
cent to No 7 the Paddocks: Dismissed. 

PARISH FINANCES 

Invoices passed for payment totalled £5,489.86, 
including £1,290.05 imprest account, nearly all on 
wages; £1,139.74 DesignGro + £700 K M Boss + 
£130 J Boss, for grasscutting; £500 Windmill Cen- 
tre on office rent. Last year’s Christmas Tree cost 
£352.50 from Cherwell District Council. 

Investments totalled £528,989.87, of which £16,170.44 
Barclays (£4,672.18 @ 1% on 14 days + £9,188.08 
@ 0.3% overnight + £1,836.18 @ 0.1% imprest a/c + 
£474 @ 0.1% current); £1,000 Bradford and Bingley 
at 3.4% on 120 days; £511,819.43 West Bromwich 
@ 3.75% overnight. 

Cllrs Squires and Wood will advise the Clerk on risk 
spreading to protect capital. 

Donations (i) The Deddington News will fund new par- 
ish noticeboards up to £5,000. 

(ii) £500 donated by now defunct Deddington Garden- 
ers for horticultural enhancements. 


NEXT MEETING Wed 18 Dec 7.30pm, Town Hall 


Official minutes of PC meetings may be seen at the 
Clerk’s office and the Library, on parish noticeboards and 
the village website: www.deddington.org.uk/pcminutes 
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n Wednesday 13 November the school 
C ) ceric its 150th anniversary. Children 

and staff celebrated this occasion by dressing 
as Victorians for the day. Some classes held Victorian 
lessons and some children brought a meagre lunch of 
bread, cheese and fruit. Everyone present in the school 
building on that day signed a commemorative book, 
which we hope will be of interest to Deddington chil- 
dren of the future. 

Our School Council has been very busy this term 
organising a bid to help us with 
funding for some bicycle racks as 
part of the “Better ways to school” 
project. In addition to our Cycling 
Proficiency courses, we have also 
started to run the “Footsteps” pro- 
gramme aimed at helping children 
to become more aware of their own safety on the 
roads. 

Our ultimate goal is to help to make the journey to 
and from school safer and healthier for everyone by 
encouraging more children to walk, cycle or at least 
share lifts. Other ideas discussed by the School Council 
include establishing a “Walking Bus” and/or a “Park and 
Walk” scheme. If you are interested or have any expertise 
you might be able to offer us in any of these areas we 
would be pleased to hear from you. 

With only three more school weeks until Christmas, 
everyone is busy making plans for the exciting time 
ahead. This year children in Key Stage One will be 
performing a musical entitled “It’s a Party” in the Parish 
Church on Thursday 12 December at 6.00 p.m. The 
older children, who will also have a few traditional and 
some new carols for your enjoyment, will accompany 
them in their singing. As usual we would be delighted 
to see you there. 

Finally this month, | would like to thank everyone 
who supported our school by attending our recent Book 
Fair and Bonfire Night celebrations. With your help we 
have generated much needed funds, which will go into 
updating our library and computer suite. 

Lynne Stephens 338430 


NEWS FROM THE PTA 

Fireworks Night: 

Hope you all enjoyed the Fireworks Night. Despite 
the poor weather, those who turned up had a great time, 
and the rain held off for the fireworks display. Thank 
you to all those volunteers who helped and supported 
the event — special thanks to the many sponsors. 

Santa’s Float: 

It has been provisionally agreed that Santa will be 
visiting the villages of Deddington, Barford, Hempton 
and Clifton on Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 December, 
starting as usual at 5.30pm. 

We need volunteers/drivers on the evenings to help 
collect all the donations and jolly the event along, so 

.. All you ‘elves’ out there, please contact us ASAP! 
Let’s help to make this Christmas the best ever! 

For more info, contact Paula Blyth on 337066. 
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[ Admissions for the A Academic Year Sep- \ 
tember 2003 to August 2004 
! Our Governors’ Admissions Panel will be ! 
meeting in February 2003 to allocate places for I 
I reception children for the school year beginning | 
| September 2003 - August 2004. ] 
If you have a child whose date of birth falls ] 
between 01/09/98 - 31/08/99 (i.e., who will be I 
5 years old between 01/09/03 - 31/08/04) and 
! you would like a place for her/him at Dedding- I 
ton School PLEASE FILLINAND RETURNAN I 
I APPLICATION FORM TO US BY 31 JANUARY [| 
| 2003. I 
We would also be grateful if you could inform 4 
anyone who does not currently have children at r 
school and may not be aware of the deadline for 
I admission applications. Application forms are I 
available from the school office. I 
Whee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee es 
Santa’s Grotto: 
The Town Hall will be turned into a magical Winter 
. Wonderland at the Deddington Christmas 
™™ Market on Saturday 21 December, 9.00 am 
7") "=. ~ noon. Santa will meet the children on 
a a ‘first come, first seen’ basis. For a small 
~ charge, each child will meet Santa, and 
receive a gift. Please support this non-profit 
making event which is being run as a joint venture with 
the Market Association. Kevin Maye (CHAIR) 337284 


SEECEEOES 


Advent Activitias 
for Primary School Aged Children 
Daddington Parish Church 


Saturday 7th December - 9.45 for 10.00 am start, ends 12.30 prr 


Come and prapare tor Chnsimas 
Make gifts, decorations, cook, play chess, bagatelle & other games 


Cost £1.50 per child 


Kate Patty 238425 

Sarah Liskracht 237628 

Sally Haslam 8716 

Additional application Turi are available from Beddington Primary School ottics 
ard the Church 


Application forma & general enquiries to 


We would be grateful to hear from anyene ready in halp Flnase contatd dare 
Green on Sa/es? 


SESS SECCE 
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SS PETER AND PAUL, DEDDINGTON AND ST JOHN, HEMPTON 
You will always be very welcome at any service in Church or Chapel 


Parish Church in December in January 
Sun 1 10.30 am Morning Praise Wed 1. Circumcision 10.00 am Eucharist 
6.30 pm Advent Sequence Sun 5 10.30 am Morning Praise 
Wed 4 10.00 am Eucharist 6.30 pm Sung Eucharist 
Thu 5 2.00 pm Squeals and Wheels Mon 6 Epipuany 6.30 pm Sung Eucharist 
Sun 8 10.30 am Sung Eucharist & Baptism Wed 8 10.00 am Eucharist 
6.00 pm Advent Concert (CHoros) Thu 9 2.00 pm Squeals and Wheels 
Wed11 10.00 am Eucharist Sunl2 Baptism or Curist 10.30 am Eucharist 
Sun15 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Wed 15 10.00 am Eucharist 
10.30 am Mattins (BCP) Sun19 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
5.00 pm Christingle 10.30 am Mattins (BCP) 
Wed 18 10.00 am Eucharist Wed 22 10.00 am Eucharist 
Sun 22 10.30 am Sung Eucharist Sat 25 QnvVERSION oF St Paut 6.30 pm Eucharist 
6.30 pm Carol Service Sun 26 10.30 am Sung Eucharist 
Curistmas Eve 11.30Pm Midnight Eucharist Wed 29 10.00 am Eucharist 
Curistmas Day 10.30 am Eucharist 
Thu 26 St STEPHEN 6.30 pm Eucharist 


Fri 27 Sr JouN THE Evance.ist 6.30 pm Eucharist 

Sat 28 Tue Hoty INNocENTS 6.30 pm Eucharist 

Sun 29 10.30 am Eucharist - Speaker: Polly from Banbury 
Tue 31 11.30 pm New Year’s Eve Vigil 


St. John, Hempton in December in January 
Sun 1 & 159.00 am Eucharist Sun 5&19 9.00 am Eucharist 
Fri 20 7.00 pm Carol Service Sun 26 6.00 pm Evensong 


Biste Stupy Home Groups Dec 16, Jan 6 & 20, 2.30 pm Derrick Wincer at 12 The Daedings (338004) 
Dec 11, Jan 8 & 22, 7.30 for 8.00 pm Bill and Liz Dickinson at 2 The Leyes (337050) 
The Monday Club for 5-11 year olds at the Primary School: Mondays in term time - 3.15-4.00pm 
If you wish to enquire about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, hospital or home visits in case of 
illness, please contact the Vicar, the Rev. Dr Hugh White, 28 Duns Tew, (349869) 
or one of the Churchwardens, Liz Dickinson (337050) or lain Gillespie (338367) 
From the Parish Registers Baptisms (St John Hempton) 17 Nov Laurin & Sophie Payne 
Funerals 29 Oct Jack Bliss 2Nov Donald Welford 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, New Street Joyce Minnear 338529 
Sunday and Christmas morning services will be held at the Wesleyan Reform Church together 
with their congregation; 

Evening Services at 6.00 pm 


Dec 1 Pastor Isabel Walton (Communion) 8 John Neal 
15 Denis Eaton 29 t.b.a. 
Jan 5 Pastor I. Walton (Communion) 12 Denis Eaton 
19 John Hine 26 John Neal 
Feb 2 Pastor I Walton (Communion) 
WESLEYAN REFORM CHURCH, Chapel Square Paster Isabel Walton 337157 


Sunday morning services in Dec and Jan 10.30 am - Pastor Isabel Walton 
Sunday Dec 22 10.30 am Carol Service 
Wed Dec 25 9.30 am Christmas Service 

Bible Study/Fellowship every Wednesday at 7.30 pm 


R.C.PARISH OF HETHE WITH ADDERBURY The Revd A J Buus 277396 
Hethe : Mass is said every day [except Wednesday] at 10.00 am. Confessions: Sats -5.30~6.00 pm 
Adderbury : Mass is said Sundays at 8.30 am; Wednesdays at 7.00 pm; Confessions before Mass. 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Hethe : Christmas Eve 11.30pm Carols followed by Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day Mass at 10.30 am 
Adderbury : Christmas Day Mass at 9.00 am 
The Eve of Sunday Mass at St John’s, South Bar, Banbury will now be said there at 4 p.m. on 

Saturdays to allow Catholics from the villages to attend by bus. 
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DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL at Nov. 2002 
(Phone prefix 01869 unless stated) 

Jim FLUX (chairman), 14 The Daedings, Deddington, 
OX15 ORT. Tel 338153. jimflux@northox.ac.uk 

Kathy HARVEY (vice-chairman), Tchure Cottage, High 
Street, Deddington, OX15 OSJ. Tel 337428 

Angus ALTON, Home Farm, Clifton Road, Deddington, 
OX15 OTP. Tel 337288. angusalton@aol.com 

Maureen COX, 47 Mill Close, Deddington, OX15 OUN. 
Tel 337486. coxCDC@cs.com 

Martin ELLIS, The Red Lion, Market Place, Deddington, 
OX15 OSE. Tel 338553 

Rick HASLAM, The Cottage, Philcote Street, Dedding- 
ton, OX15 OTB. Tel 338216. rick.haslam@livingwell. 
co.uk 

David ROLLASON, 2 The Beeches, Deddington, OX15 
OTY. Tel 337351. David.Rollason@uniquepubs.com 

Helen SPENCER, Castle Dene, Castle Street, Ded- 
dington, OX15 OTE. Tel 337373. helen@rcspencer. 
fsnet.co.uk 

Martin SQUIRES, Cherrytrees, High Street, Dedding- 
ton, OX15 OSJ. Tel 338442. martin.squires@lombar- 
dodier.com 

Pat SWASH, Foresters Cottage, The Tchure, Dedding- 
ton, OX15 OUB. Tel 338920 pat_swash@hotmail. 
com 

Geoff TODD, Oak Cottage, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington, 
OX15 OTD. Tel 338532 

Jonathan WATTS, The Finches, Old Plough Walk, 
Hempton, OX15 0QZ. Tel 337135. wattsje@norwich- 
union.co.uk 

Steve WESTLEY, Merrybower, Philcote Street, Ded- 
dington, OX15 OTB. Tel 338964. steve-westley@ 
previauk.com 

Brian WOOD, The Byre, Pound Court, Deddington, 
OX15 OLA. Tel 337904. brianwood77@aol.com 

CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL, Graham PITTS. 
Office Hours - Mondays and Wednesdays 9am- 
2.45pm Windmill Centre, Hempton Road, Deddington, 
OX15 OQH. Tel/fax 337447. parishcouncil@dedding- 
ton.net 

CHERWELL DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Paul O’SULLIVAN, Palmer House, South Side, Steeple 
Aston, OX25 4RT. Tel 347119 

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Ray JELF, The Cottage, Down End, Hook Norton, 
OX15 5LW. Tel 01608 737129 

WORKING GROUPS 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES (Cllrs Todd, Alton, 
Rollason, Swash) Budget (including precept): Audit 
of accounts: Grants: Investments: Standing Orders: 
Financial Regulations: Parish assets: Policy matters: 
Annual rent reviews. 

PLANNING & PROPERTY (Cllrs Harvey, Cox, Wood) 
Planning applications: Local plans (CDC, OCC, RDP): 
Upper Heyford: Council property (owned/ leased/ 
rented). 

ENVIRONMENT & RECREATION (Cllrs Swash, Har- 
vey, Spencer, Squires) Allotments: Cemetery: Castle 
Grounds: Best Kept Village: Open spaces and greens: 
Environmental matters. 

HIGHWAYS (Cllrs Haslam, Ellis, Westley, Wood) 
Highways matters: Traffic calming: Parking review: 
Footpaths. 
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Well Remembered 


Jack Buss was a Deddingtonian born and bred who 
lived in the village all his life. His family had farmed 
in Deddington for generations and he continued in 
the family line, working hard on land behind Hopcraft 
Lane and St. Thomas’ Street, where he kept a fine or- 
chard, and over towards Duns Tew. If farming was his 
trade, fishing was his passion; meticulously prepared 
expeditions to the East Coast gave way in later life to 
coarse fishing on the Thames, and there were some 
fine specimens hooked. Jack also took a lot of trouble 
over his vegetable garden, with notable success. He 
loved animals, and the birds got to know that he could 
be relied on for sultanas. Jack made time for his friends 
- besides the fishing expeditions, he liked a drink at 
the Crown and Tuns - and he was a committed fam- 
ily man. He put a great deal of work into the family 
properties on behalf of the younger members and he 
thoroughly enjoyed the gatherings of the clan. 

Hugh Whi 


Donatp WeLForD was born in Clifton, one of the fifth gen- 
eration of Welfords to live in the village. He suffered 
badly from asthma which, though under reasonable 
control for most of his later life, made some of the 
normal activities of children difficult for him as a boy. 
What it didn’t inhibit was the development of a wicked 
sense of humour, and his practical jokes claimed 
many victims over the years. Educated at Magdalen 
College School, Brackley, Donald went into the fam- 
ily business and became a highly successful poultry 
farmer, ever on the look-out for ways of improving the 
enterprise. He wrote a history of the business under 
the title ‘Be Happy, Be Good’ - his great-grandfather’s 
motto, adopted by Donald himself. Donald served as 
Chairman of the British Chicken Association and as 
Chairman of the NFU Parliamentary Committee. In 
Deddington he was Chairman of the Parish Council, 
a Governor of the School and a Trustee of the Housing 
Association. Donald’s last years brought increasing 
physical restriction, but also saw the development of 
a thoughtfulness on the deepest matters. Donald was 
devoted to his family, as they to him, and his wit, kind- 
ness and generosity were greatly appreciated by his 
many friends. 


CHRISTINGLE 
SERVICE 


Sunday 15 December 
at 5 pm 
Come to this candlelit service 
Bring the children 


7 5 Ths 
a Ceitwn' 
- PES a 


Support with your donations the 
Children’s Society’s work to prevent 
bullying in schools 
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Deddington Song Circle 

This cheerful group meets on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month (except December) to enjoy 
music making. There is one snag — there are not enough 
of us. We need some more voices, so if you feel you 
would like to join us, please give me a ring. Vocal 
qualifications required are minimal, but enthusiasm and 
love of music essential and a sense of humour is vital. 
Enjoyment guaranteed. Cnette Murphy 337318 


Windmill Thursday Club Ltd 

For some, the recipe for an enjoyable Thursday in- 
cludes comfortable surroundings — the Windmill Centre; 
companionship — fellow guests; stimulating activities 
— quizzes, discussion of topical matters, bingo etc.; 
excellent lunches — cooked by the talented chefs at The 
Unicorn; care and attention — provided by Jenny, Debbie 
and the team. The Windmill Thursday Club is in its sixth 
year and the adage that ‘time passes quickly when one is 
having fun’ is certainly true for the guests and volunteers 
at the club. If you have some free time and would like 
to be part of the Thursday experience, please call in, 
have a cup of coffee or tea and meet the team. A very 
Happy Christmas to all. Ken Holt 338154 


Deddington Youth Club 
It has been a good autumn for the Youth Club - well 
attended and with a variety of sports and art activities. 


Local 
ASHTANGA 


YOGA 


A rewarding, 
energetic and 
dynamic sequence 
that builds fitness, flexibility, stamina 
and active relaxation 


Daytime and evening classes 


throughout the week 
(Private tuition and in-company classes 
available) 


Suitable for beginners and experienced 


For further information 
see www. 
yogaunlimited.co.uk 
or email: hugh@ 
yogaunlimited.co.uk 
or call 
Hugh Poulton 

(01869) 340335 


CALLING ALL CLUBS 
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There was a visit from the popular ‘A’ Team with another 
planned for December. We have a disco on 16th De- 
cember and members can invite one guest. Snack food 
is provided and canned drinks will be on sale - £2 entry 
for all. We are urgently looking for a leader to replace 
Amanda in the New Year. If anyone is interested, please 
contact me. It is a paid position that is rewarding and 
necessary to keep the club open. Come and do your 
bit for the young people of Deddington parish and Bar- 
ford! Gay Brewer 338097 


Deddington Friendship Club 
We have difficulty in getting daytime speakers, which 
means that our afternoons are more social get-togethers. 
The members are quite happy about this but if anyone 
locally can come and talk to us about their travels, hob- 
bies or interests we will be pleased to accommodate 
them on alternate Wednesdays. Our meetings end on 
11 December with a Christmas party at the Windmill 
Centre and we start again on 15 January 2003 with a 
New Year lunch — details of that will be available at the 
next meetings. Hannah Hore from Cherwell Sports 
and Social Department is visiting us to advise on sports 
equipment etc. that is available (we already have indoor 
bowls). Please come along and join us. 
Joyce Minneat 338529 


Deddington Babies & Toddlers Group 

In a busy month we enjoyed our Christmas sale, de- 
signing mugs for Christmas presents and raising money 
for Children in Need - almost £100! On 6 December 
we will welcome the vicar to Toddlers, to share a story 
and sing carols. Our Christmas party is on 20 December 
when we hope Father Christmas is paying us a visit! 
Please can parents bring a small, labelled present for 
their child and a food contribution (see the list on the 
board)? Toddlers will be closed for one week from Fri- 
day, 27 December. A very happy Christmas and a peace- 
ful New Year to everyone. Lucy Squires 338442 


1st Deddington BB Juniors 

The Juniors hosted the Oxfordshire Battalion Top Team 
competition on 8 November and the 1st Deddington 
team won the competition. On 10 November 8 boys 
took part in the annual Remembrance Day Parade and 
service and our second enrolment ceremony, together 
with the Anchor Boys, was held at Deddington Parish 
Church on 1 December. The BB (Juniors and Anchor 
Boys) Christmas party is at the Windmill Centre on 18 
December and in January our 5-a-side football team 
hope to secure the county Juniors trophy at Spiceball. 
BB Juniors is open to boys aged 8 to 12 and we meet at 
5.30pm every Wednesday at The Windmill Centre. For 
more information... Brian Bushell 338715 


1st Deddington BB Anchor Boys 

In November we welcomed Martin Thompson and 
Marcus Cooper as new members. On 10 November 
some of our members (the ones in the red sweaters!) took 
part in the Remembrance Day Parade and we enjoyed 
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our joint meeting with the Monday club on 2 December. 
In January our 5-a-side football team aims to retain the 
county Anchor Boys cup at Spiceball. BB Anchor Boys is 
open to boys in school years 1, 2 and 3 and we meet at 
3.15pm every Wednesday in the School hall. For more 
information... Mick Westbury 337059 


Deddington Town Football Club 

Cup matches dominated the past month for the first 
team: an excellent win (5-1) against Premier Division 
Wroxton in the Coronation Cup with Ben Durrant claim- 
ing a hat trick and Dan Walker netting the other two 
goals. Michael Hewitt scored two in the victory over 
Abba in the Charity Cup and, in the only League match 
played, Dan Walker scored in the draw against Hornton. 
The team are currently in the top half of Division 1. The 
Reserve side was in action three times: Danny Keys 
scored one of the goals as the team came from behind 
to beat Heyford 3-1 and Phil Kirsopp scored a hat trick 
in the 9-1 win (Charlie Rawlings Cup) against Flowing 
Well. The only blemish was against Vodafone with a 2-4 
defeat, costing the team top spot in Division 3. 

The 75 club winners for November are R.Cowley, 
P.Taylor, C.Franklin and R.Millard - all winning £50; G. 
Reason winning £100. Steve Plumbe 01295 278258 


1st Deddington Cub Scouts 

Since September Cubs have welcomed lots of new 
members. We are now full, with 18 members, but we 
are happy to put names on our waiting list (places will 
soon be available as Cubs move onto Scouts). This term 
we have dipped into lots of different areas, we took 
rubbings around Deddington, made Halloween masks 
and became weather forecasters. We sent a team to 
represent the district in a county competition and took 
sixers and seconders on a trip to the Lookout Discovery 
Centre in Brackley as well as joining the Remembrance 
Day parade on 10 November. Next term we tackle 
an oriental evening to celebrate the world jamboree, 
together with lots of other fun, interesting and weird 


topics. fo Churchyard 338071 


1st Deddington Scouts 

Scouts in Deddington are still alive and kicking, al- 
though we only have six members (we are expecting 
some new members in the New Year). It doesn’t stop 
us from having fun and this term we took impressions 
to complement the Cubs’ project, cooked a pizza in 
a cardboard box oven and are busy making our own 
version of The Blair Witch Project. A team went to the 
County Patrol Camp Competition and came 9th out of 40 
teams; we were very impressed, as were the judges. 

In the next few weeks we shall join other Scouts for a 
climbing evening at The Dewey Centre and a bowling 


trip to Leamington. jo Churchyard 338071 


Deddington & District History Society 

For its November meeting the Society was entertained 
by Brendan DuBock with the history of SH Jones, the 
Banbury wine merchant. This was preceded by a wine 


CALLING MORE CLUBS 
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tasting and a quiz, won in a most sober fashion by Geoff 
Todd. The company’s Banbury origins date from 1786 
when Sydney Herbert Jones bought a wine company 
in North Bar. The firm moved from North Bar to High 
Street, but needing larger premises they moved in 1913 
to their present landmark home. Mr Du Bock followed 
the history with a fascinating and witty description of 
the different wines tasted and the areas from which 
they came. Our next meeting is on 11 December at 
the Windmill Centre when Christine Bloxham the well- 
known broadcaster and writer will talk on Christmas 
customs, including a display of artefacts. Seasonal 
refreshments are provided. Chis Day 337204 


Deddington Guides 

As a Deddington Guide there is no time to be bored! 
We have had lots of fun, particularly at Halloween, 
and it is great to welcome some new girls, including a 
growing contingent from Barford. This term we went 
swimming, to a pop concert for Guides in the Dome 
and had a trip to the hairdressers to learn about hair care 
- thanks and appreciation to Neil of Finishing Touches 
for that. Moreover, the Guides have elected their own 
patrol leaders and have planned and carried out various 
projects, including arranging a Christmas party, good 
turns and carols at Wardington House nursing home. 
Guides also attended the village Remembrance Day 
parade. All girls over 10 welcome, 7-9 pm on Tuesdays 
at the Windmill Centre. 


Maggie Rampley [Guider] 01295 810069 


Monday Morning Club. 

If anyone coming with us to Albert Herring has not yet 
collected a ticket, | would be grateful to hear from you. 
Don’t forget, the bus leaves the Market Place promptly 
at 6 pm on 5 December. jean Flux 


Deddington Players 

Deddington Players recently sponsored two of 
CDC's Arts at Large events this year. The first, Attik 
Dance group’s production of “Crouching Chef, Hidden 
Waiter”, was a stylised combination of dance, mime, 
music and dialogue that was innovative in concept and 
beguiling in performance. The John Mills concert was a 
musical feast, with a varied programme and, of course, 
great musicianship. One gentleman drove from West 
London after finding the concert announced in the diary. 
Both events deserved a larger audience. We count on 
village support for our pantomime in January, on 23rd, 
24th and 25th. As a result of our recent lottery grant we 
have bought a new keyboard and upgraded the sound 
equipment, which should make our young actors much 
more audible. Jean Flux 


CHRISTMAS POST.... The Scouts and Guides will 
be delivering the Christmas post again this year: coll- 
ected from boxes in the Windmill Stores, Deddington 
and Barford Post Offices on Sat 15 & 22 December. It is 
10p per card. The money goes towards camping funds. 
Huge thanks to all the shops that help us every year. 
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FROM JAMES GREENWOOD, HUDSON STREET, DED- 
DINGTON 

Being both a motorist and cyclist | am continually dis- 
mayed by the number of young children who ride their 
bikes without any regard for visibility during these darker 
evenings. Those in the local towns are more to blame 
— no doubt street lights give a false sense of security. 
But a cyclist with no lights, wearing 
dark clothing and sporting, at best, 
one reflector, is asking to be involved 
in an accident. Please, if you are going 
to ride at night or in the evening after 
school, make sure that your cycle has 
reflectors that are clean, a set of lights 
(not expensive) that work and wear 
some reflective or bright clothing. 


FROM JEAN WELFORD, BOULDERDYKE HOUSE, 
CLIFTON 

The Welford family would like to extend their grateful 
thanks to all those friends who gave them so much sup- 
port during the weeks of Donald’s illness and especially 
for the letters of condolence and warm tributes received 
since his death. It has been much appreciated. Thank 
you very much. 


FROM SUE AND PETER BLISS, ST. THOMAS STREET, 
DEDDINGTON 

Joyce Bliss and family wish to express their thanks for 
all the support and kindness they have received follow- 
ing the sad loss of Jack. Special thanks to the Katharine 
House Hospice, all concerned at the Deddington Health 
Centre and with a special mention for John and Gloria, 
the District Nurses. 


FROM TERRY CLINCH, THE MANSE, BULLRING, DED- 
DINGTON - 338711 

Would someone reading this like to join Deddington 
Market Management Group to promote the Market ? 
Sadly Jackie our publicity member is moving away, 
and we need someone to continue this important work. 
Contact with local Press & Media is the main criterion, 
and to be part of the team to ensure the continued suc- 
cess of our excellent monthly market. 


FROM JOHN AND GAY BREWER, PHILCOTE STREET, 
DEDDINGTON 

We will not be sending local Christmas cards this 
year. Instead, we will be making a charitable donation. 
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to all our 
friends. 


FROM _N D WEST, HIGH STREET, DEDDINGTON 

On behalf of Deddington Royal British Legion Branch, 
| would like to thank all who attended the parade on 
Remembrance Sunday, and who made the service such 
a fitting occasion - all the Poppy sellers and businesses 
who had boxes contributing to the £3113.69 total. 


FROM _ STEPHEN TAYLOR, 212 BALMORAL AVENUE, 
BANBURY stephenjohn.taylor@care4free.net 

| would like to introduce myself as the new Director 
of Music at Deddington Parish Church. | have been liv- 
ing in Banbury for nearly twenty years, so | am almost 
regarded a local! | started at Deddington in September 


FROM THE EDITOR’S POSTBAG 


Please address all letters to: KRIS- 
TIN THOMPSON, 
5 THE LEYES, DEDDINGTON 


e-mail: op@kristin.demon.co.uk 
and include your name and address, 
even if they are not for publication. 
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this year, having previously been Organist & Choirmas- 
ter at King’s Sutton parish church. | play 2nd violin in 
the Banbury Symphony Orchestra which gives regular 
concerts at Deddington. 

We have a very keen and dedicated choir at Ded- 
dington, numbering approximately 16 members and, 
for a village of our size, | think the standard achieved is 
certainly above average. Already we 
are working on new music and have 
an exciting programme for the Advent 
and Christmas period. 

We are always looking for new 
members - at the moment we are 
short on sopranos/trebles and younger 
members, so if you can read music and 
enjoy singing why not give it a go?’ We sing just one 
service a week and have a practice beforehand. 

If you are interested please contact on 01295 259678 
(after 8 pm please), by e-mail, or just come along to 
the church! 


FROM HUGH WHITE vicarhugo@hotmail.com 

Janet Lince will be holding auditions for Benjamin 
Britten’s ‘Noye’s Fludde’ on Sat 1 Feb, 2.30 to 4.30 in 
Deddington Parish Church. Interested boys, girls or 
adults - PLEASE contact Janet 232618 or Hugh White 
349869 as soon as possible.The performance is to be 


ITALIAN CONVERSATION - If you are interested in 
joining a small informal group in Deddington, please 
contact Stephanie Higham on 336121. 


PAINS? INJURY? 
NEW CLINIC OPENING AT THE 
OLD FORGE STUDIO IN 
STEEPLE ASTON 


BACK, NECK, ARM, SHOULDER PAIN 
HAMSTRING, KNEE, ANKLE PROBLEMS 
RESPIRATORY or DIGESTIVE DISORDERS 

“RSI”, TENNIS ELBOW, WRIST PAIN 
MIGRAINES, HEADACHES, SINUS, TMJ 
GENERAL STRESS, TENSION, FATIGUE 

AND MUCH MORE! 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY DISCOUNT 
OF 10% IN DEC/JAN 


MARION RICHARDS DC BTAA 
REGISTERED BOWEN PRACTITIONER 


(Some limited remedial massage also available) 


01608 646086 / 07778 805184 
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POST EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS 

When the Penny Post was started in 1840 it became 
easy for people to send written greetings to distant family 
and friends. Printed notepaper with decorated borders, 
seasonal with holly, robins, mistletoe and hampers was 
available. In 1843, Henry Cole, Director of THE Victoria 
& AtBert Museum, asked a friend, Ralph Horsley, to design 
him a card with a printed message which only needed 
signing. A thousand copies were produced, and the Christ- 
mas card habit began. The theme of the three panel card 
was charity and good cheer, merry-makers flanked by 
dispensers of food and clothing to those in need. By the 
late 1860’s, the practice of sending cards became wide- 
spread. By 1870 the boom took off with the introduction 
of the half-penny post for cards in unsealed envelopes. 
New methods of colour printing meant cards cost less. 
Greetings cards increased the volume of post to such an 
extent that the Postmaster General in 1880 was warning 
everyone to “Post Early for Christmas”. Nothing is new. 

Using the profit from sales of cards for charity was the 
idea of Dr Wilfred Grenfell. In 1912 he wanted to raise 
funds for Eskimos and North American Indians in missions 
based in Labrador and Newfoundland. One of the big- 
gest charities to gain from card sales has been the United 
Nations Children’s Organisation - UNICEF. Its first card 
was produced in 1949 , drawn by a 7 year old Czech 
girl called Jitka Sankova. 

Draw your own or buy for charity, whatever your choice 
this year, look out for local delivery via the special postbox 
in Deddington Post Office [see p.7]. For 10p each your 
cards could be distributed within the parish by leg power, 
Scouts and Guides. Maureen Dew 
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Carols in the Square 

As featured on our cover - thanks to Maureen Dew 
- Geoff and Joan Todd will be in the Market Place at 
6 pm on Christmas Eve playing street organ music for 
carols around the village Christmas tree. Jim Flux 
will be conducting Mulled wine and mince pies will 
be served (courtesy of Anton at The Unicorn) with any 
proceeds going to Multiple Sclerosis. Anton could do 
with a couple of volunteers to assist with arrangements 
(contact him on 338838). Our carols have attracted visi- 
tors from Canada and China in recent years. Whom will 
we welcome this year? Geeff Fadd 338532 


Teddies in the Square 

Those of you who missed the Chapel Square Teddy 
Bears last Christmas will be glad to know that they will 
be mounting an all-new window display this year in their 
new home at Chapel Cottage, Chapel Square. Look for 


the flashing red light!!! Peter A Sevry Blackbwin 
DEDDINGTON PLAYERS a 
‘ pResenT A, 


THE PEED 
PIPER 


‘ by Jean Flux & Molly Neild 


Windanll Comaunity Centre 


Thurs 23 Jan & Fri 24 Jan at 7.30pm 
Sat 25 Jan at 2.30 & 7.30pm 
¢ Tickets £4.00; £3.00 (conc.) 
£2.00 (Children under 16) 
Available prom 338153 
on The Post Office apter Christmas 
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CUTTING 
SERVICE 


Feet and/or Hands 


HOME VISITS FROM 
£10.00 


MARY CORRADI 
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THE FLOWER GARDEN 

We had the garden all nicely tidied for the winter, and 
along came that storm. Bits of twig and branches trying 
out the Boomerang effect, finally a huge branch of the 
Walnut tree broke off and fell. We are really fortunate 
that John Parkinson’s roof wasn’t damaged, that the wall 
is intact and that no one was hurt. Next the clearing up 
- | don’t recommend such a storm as a method of prun- 
ing, but the tree looks better without that branch, more 
symmetrical. 

One of the Skyrockets is leaning very heavily to one 
side, and we hope it will survive. Apart from all that, | 
have now planted up some of the containers with tulips, 

'y and pansies. But some small creature gets in 
, among the plants and rootles around so that 
»-| have to push everything back each day. 
“Squirrel after walnuts ? Ev] The tulips in the 
weds tend to disappear; | think mice and slugs 
eat them so we have put some more in. | like 

them _ inclumps, not rows. 

There is not much colour left in the beds, but we were 
given some deep pink almost red Michaelmas Daisies 
a few years ago, and they have been splendid this year 
They are a good plant, easy and unfussy and very good 
for picking. There is a big variety of them all colours and 
size of flowers. They would make good subjects grown 
in a corner on their own, just for vases. 

PS: Paul has cleared away the Walnut branch more 
quickly than | thought it was possible. The wood is all 
neatly stacked according to size and someone will no 
doubt use it for fuel in time. A marvellously efficient 
job. Marianne Elstey 


PURELY 
PLANTS 


Couniryeide Garden Centre 
ier ae magical Cy iduan ale one 


REAL FOLIAGE FOR CHRISTMAS 


He spevtisadine in beantiqud hamed ouacd: far Mrouties, 
Syaee ct Tahfe Decerations made from 
fresh dine spruce foliage 
Quality Christmas Trees, 
Christmas Decorations 
Lighting for indoors & uxtdoors 
Many sift ideas & Netional Gift Takers 
fop guatity Poinsettias, Cyclamen, 
Planted bowis & Baskets 


Pree (euw ta Wie a Chrintmes Aoeper! 


At Middleton Cheney, Banbury 


Qpenevery day Tel: 01294 713570 
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Dear Garden. 


Als you settle down for your winter sleep, quarded 
by the upright winter brassicas and covered by that 
fragrant layer of farmyard nutrient, J have been 
reflecting on the past year. 

‘time was when every cottage had its allotment to 
provide essential food for the farnily. Vegetables were 
expensive to buy in the market and cash for working 
families was scarce. Indeed there were once three al- 
lotment fields in Deddington alone. Now it is a hobby 
for some, an obsession for a few, and perhaps an 
escape from pressures of home or work for others. 

We've had some good times, and some wet ones 
as together we have tried to grow a good range of 
crops. ‘rue, some of the veg had become home for 
less welcome creatures, but at least that proved that 
they were genuinely organic and home produced. 
You have given opportunity for some mild boasting 
and not a little gentle satisfaction, as well as provid- 
ing a welcome peace offering of flowers or fruit to take 
horne at the end of a long day away from the kids. 

Alnd then there has been the friendship, the peace, 
the space in life that you provide. there's nothing like 
contact with good honest soil to do a person some 
good. 

So, thank you, garden, for the past twelve months. 
Have a quiet rest, enjoy the frost and snow, and let's 
see what you and J can get up to next year. 

In gratitude. Hugh Mawhall 


FOR ALL TYPES OF 
FENCING 
POSTS & GATES 


TEL: 8. DEAN FENCING 
HOME: 01869 233613 
MOBILE: 07980 045383 


PERSONAL SERVICES. 


COMPETITIVE PRICES. 


_ GUARANTEED WORK. 
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ON THE FARM 

The rain in Spain seems to have fallen mostly on the 
Clifton plain. The meadows at Home Farm have been 
abandoned to the ducks and geese for the winter, the 
ewes are now grazing what little grass we have left 
above water and will soon need to be hand fed. The 
best of the spring-born lambs are now in the barns 
and should be ready to go away in the new year. We 
have had to sell the longer-keep store lambs which 
we had hoped to sell fat in February/March, when 
the trade should be at its best, to make room for the 
ewes. 

After a dry start the winter sown crops are catching 
up and are beginning to grow away from the slugs who 
have had a field day. We managed to stop any major 
damage to the wheat but part of one field of oil seed 
rape may need replanting in the Spring. The November 
storms gave us a few headaches with a long power cut, 
alotoffallen timber, a demolished greenhouse and 
t of the office roof missing. 
The power was restored after 

about 36 hours. Most of 

Sa en the timber is now on the 

Sie en = vy wood pile ready for next 

“Le onl wae and oe of the 

“ eo * greenhouse has gone 

for recycling. The office 

roof has been repaired and the inside given a lick of 

paint so for once it looks quite tidy, but nothing can 
be found. 

The fortunes of farming are no better and seem to get 
worse. As we move into the new year some very harsh 
decisions will have to be made as to where we go from 
here. As farmers we have always seen our role as pri- 
mary food producers to feed our country but today with 
the cost of regulation, and faced with increasing imports 
of low cost unregulated food, primary food production 
in this country is uneconomic. We shall have to find 
other uses for our land and other crops to grow. Farm- 
ers are like the land, they will always be here. Faces 
may change but the land will always be farmed. Food 
production in this country may well become a niche 
market with mainstream farming producing crops for the 
fuel and chemical industries. Some may say that this 
will a good thing but only time will tell. Last year im- 
ported meat was responsible for the loss of 10,000,000 
farm animals. Two months ago two people died and 
hundreds were hospitalised from eating infected Spanish 
eggs, yet the consumers are willing to accept these risks 

just because it is cheap. 
Nn As we approach the festive sea- 
“4, 4%, son | wonder if most people will 


iy heres know or care where their Christ- 
a 2, pe mas lunch came from or how it 
nae “. gM -was produced. 9 million turkeys 
go Bue have already been imported by the 


cee, Fe supermarkets for sale at Christmas 
a and beyond, but at least my Christ- 

mas lunch will be home-produced. 
George Fenemere 338203 


December 2002 - 11 


Deddington’s Swifts (Apus Apus) 

Swifts are electric and communal; feeding their young, 
they are as busy as farm tractors at harvest time. When 
the nestlings have freed the parents of their charge, they 
pass the evenings until dark playing chase, supping and 
screeching. Why? | asked Roy Overall, of the Oxford 
Natural History Museum. “Joie de vivre,” he said. 

Male and female are the same colour, each is dark 
grey like soot. In flight they are beautiful; motion is the 
theatre of their perfection. Above our lawn in Hopcraft 
Lane the chase, run on a circular course, 
begins: the birds rise and fall 
in unison, maintaining the 
pack over topographic fea- 
tures of the townscape. Af- 
ter three to five minutes, or 
longer, the pack dissolves. 
Individual birds shoot off, 
and up, like sparks from 
a Catherine wheel. They di- 
minish in size and almost become 
invisible. Are there insects so far aloft? Perhaps they 
are catching thermals, drifting on the updraughts, and 
recovering their strength for the next chase. 

Swifts stay airborne during the night, quite possibly 
with lowered states of energy consumption: they sleep 
on the wing, but how they do this we do not know. 
Swift nestlings go into torpor, automatically lowering 
their metabolism when the parents fly away and stay 
away for up to three days during a cold spell in early 
summer. The adults are looking for insects, and fly 
from the approaching area of low pressure to areas of 
high pressure, from Deddington to Bedford, and farther, 
eventually returning to the young who were unharmed 
by the parents’ absence. 

In other ways (other than the absence of sexual di- 
morphism) swifts test the notion of ‘bird’. Their legs 
are too short to walk; if, by mishap, one lands on the 
ground, it cannot stand, or fly away, and may die. The 
toes are arranged - three forward, one back - for clinging 
to walls, not for perching. The swift’s beak is not a tool, 
like that of the woodpecker, raptor or wader, fashioned 
to a feeding lifestyle; it is small and soft, for what counts 
is the gape. The swift catches all its food mid-air. When 
mother and father return to the nest, they come not with 
one or two insects, but with as many as 500, up to 100 
different species, compacted by their saliva. 

Their true home is Africa. Swifts come to Europe in 
May, and leave in August, nesting and raising their young 
before returning to Botswana. Home is where insects 
flying in summer are abundant; the sky is their nation. 
Deddington has, in addition to watercourses and flood- 
plain meadows, a powerful attraction: an ideal nesting 
site, the eaves of the building opposite our house, high 
and safe from predators. How many other nesting sites 
are there in Deddington? How many swifts visit this vil- 
lage? It would be so interesting to know. Are we more 
favoured, or does every village in Oxfordshire have at 
least twenty nesting pairs? 


Walter L. Meagher 
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FRIENDS OF DEDDINGTON LIBRARY 
We are now busy analysing the 70+ replies to the 


‘Opportunities for All’ questionnaire and working out 
i how to organise computing tuition. It’s not 
a too late to complete the Qs; Rosemary, 
/ our librarian, has spare copies. The latest 
eee == news is that we should get our four new 
computers (with free access to the Internet) in early 
January. In the meantime, there are two computers in 
the Library that can be used during library hours and 
Rosemary has introduced a booking system for them. 
Using the Q data we are trying to start a few voluntary 
‘self-help’ pairings whereby someone who, say, knows 
some computing works with someone who wants to get 
started. Don’t be surprised if you get a phone call !! 
Sue Goddard 338122 Charles Newey 338282 


NEWS FROM THE POLICE 
Thames Valley Police are developing their relation- 
ships further with their communities by encouraging 
their staff and members of the public to work together 
in aiming to reduce crime, disorder and fear in the area. 
Volunteers are assisting their Police in many roles such 
as answering telephones, greeting members of the public 
providing support to Neighbourhood Policing Schemes 
and administrative support. If you feel you could spare 
a couple of hours a week or more to help make a differ- 
ence, allowing more Police officers to be out and about 
in the Chipping Norton, Deddington and Banbury Area, 
please contact me. Sina Mullis 
Volunteers’ Co-ordinator 01295 754524 


the finishing touch 


Vicky — new stylist 


10% discount 
upon production 
of this advert 
valid antil 31.12.02 


late mghts available 
open Tuesday — Saturday 


phone 01869 337833 


Market Square, Deddington, 
Oxfordshire, OX 15 OSW 
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DEDDINGTON MARKET 

To help you with your Christmas shopping, the DE- 
CEMBER Market has been brought forward to Saturday 
21st (9.00 ~ 12.30). Yet again, as well as your usual 
favourites, there will be new stalls. Come and try the 
paté, the satays, the samosas, the mince pies - and bring 
the children for a visit to Santa’s Grotto. 
The Grotto will ™™ be upstairs in the Town 
Hallandisbeing “':". “created by the school 
PTA and friends | - you can even be pho- 
tographed with Santa! And you could 
win a basket- weave hamper filled 
with produce from the stalls. You will 
be given raffle tickets by the stallholders; it’s their way 
of saying ‘thank you’ for your custom over the year. The 
draw will take place at 11.30. 

Have you seen our banner over the Bodicote flyover? 
Thank you Audi Oxford. Charles. Newey 338282 


Deddington OnLine 


http: // www.deddington.org.uk 


It’s that time of the year again when County, District 
and Parish Councils are preparing their budgets and 
service priorities for 2003/4. Thames Valley Police will 
be considering its precept. Why not help our elected 
representatives in their deliberations by posting your 
views or starting a discussion on the www.deddington. 
org/forum pages? These pages are regularly sent to Ded- 
dington Parish Council. 

A Happy Christmas from DOL to all parishioners 
and Good Wishes for the coming New Year - during 
which Deddington OnLine has further plans for new 
developments. 

Colin Clark 338064 <Colin.Clark@deddington.net> 
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NEWS FROM HEMPTON 

On 17 November at St Johns Church there was the 
christening of Lauren and Sophie Payne of St Johns Way. 
A very nice service was completed by both girls being 
given a small christening cake. The church was full for 
this very special occasion. 

The Christmas Bazaar is on Saturday 7 December at 
2.00 p.m. Stalls will include Bran Tub, Cakes, Crafts, 
Tombola, Refreshments, Christmas Draw and much 
more. Come along and make this an event to be re- 
membered. 

The Carol Service will be on Friday 20 December at 
7.00 p.m and will be followed by refreshments: mince 
pies, sausage rolls and punch. This is always a happy 
and friendly evening. The Christmas Day Service will 
be Eucharist at 9.00 a.m. 

If you did not read the Parish Council Notes in 
last month’s issue, you will be pleased to know that 
Jonathan Watts has been co-opted on to the Council 
to serve this village. It would appear that the Hempton 
Stonepits could well be used by residents of this village 
for allotments. The Table Tennis team have not started 
the season too well in the Banbury and District League 
Division 3. Their record to date is played 4: won 1, 
drawn 1, lost 2. 

As this is the last issue of the year | would like to 
thank the following people for delivering this paper in 
the village: Sue Montague, Rene Mahoney, and Mavis 
and Bernard Barton. As they say many hands make light 
work. Les Chappell 338054 


FIRE SERVICE 

Since my last report we have received the follow- 
ing calls: 1 kitchen fire; 1 car fire; 1 gas fire; 1 skip on 
fire; 1 rubbish fire; 1 road traffic accident; 1 standby 
on M40; 1 false alarm with good intent; 1 malicious 
false alarm; 8 calls to stand by in Banbury/Bicester; 1 
call to rescue a cat stuck in a door! 168 calls this year 
so far. 

Your safety at Christmas time : Across the country there 


CHILDMINDING 

Contact ANNETTE, 

the co-ordinator for 

vacancies with 
Registered 
Childminders 

south of 

Banbury 

01295 

721957 
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ANNETTE 
THOMAS 
Freolance 
Hair & boauty Consultant 


in the comport of 


pO? own i oe 


01295 
721845 


is a greatly reduced level of fire cover being provided 
during strike periods. For this reason it is essential that 
everyone takes a greater responsibility for their own 
safety. Be aware of the fire risks in your own home and 
take steps to reduce the risks. Consider the additional 
risks associated with Christmas: the tree lights, the can- 
dles, the open fires. Think twice, don’t overload sockets, 
ensure they are unplugged at night. Never leave candles 
unattended and have your chimney swept now. Please 
consider if you have enough smoke alarms in your 
home and check they are in working order. If you have 
elderly relatives or neighbours, could you pop round 
and check their smoke alarms are working? Stuck for a 
stocking filler? Give a ten-year smoke alarm, there are 
few gifts that can save a life. If you have to make a long 
journey over the holiday, plan ahead, have a winter 
check on your vehicle. Check the forecast and if pos- 
sible avoid travelling in bad weather. Slow down - allow 
extra time for your trip. Wishing you a safe and happy 
Christmas. Anne Waters, 338279 


ANCIENT THAI 
MASSAGE 


NOW AVAILABLE 
IN DEDDINGTON 


EXPERIENCE TRADITIONAL 
THAI BODY MASSAGE 


01869 338428 
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DEDDINGTON 150 YEARS AGO 

The following are extracts from JACKSON’S OxFORD 
JOURNAL for the month of December 1852:- 

11 December - At a numerous and highly respect- 
able meeting of the inhabitants of Deddington and its 
vicinity, held at the Kings Arms Inn, Mr. F. Gulliver, 
High Bailiff, in the Chair, the following resolutions 
were carried unanimously : - 

‘That this meeting most respectfully submits to 
the Directors of the Great Western Railway Co. that 
Deddington is the nearest town, and carrying on the 
largest trade, of any place resorting to the Aynho sta- 
tion, both for goods and passenger traffic, and that the 
station ought to bear the name of the “Deddington 
Station”, many persons now not 
knowing what station to alight at 
for Deddington’ 

‘That the town and parish of 
Deddington, and the places 
within a circuit of six miles of the 
present Aynho station, contain a 
population of upwards of 11,000, 
and in consequence of such sta- 
tion not being a goods station, the 
population generally, and particularly those engaged 
in commercial pursuits, are put to great loss and 
inconvenience by the delay and extra charges they 
suffer in the present mode of the carriage of goods. 
In the town and parish of Deddington alone several 
hundred pounds are expended annually for the car- 
riage of goods and merchandise, nearly all of which 
would come by the G.W.R. were Aynho station a 
goods station, but most of which are now conveyed 
by road wagons and by the North Western Railway 
to Banbury. The meeting most earnestly requests the 
Directors to cause Aynho Station to be made a Goods 
Station with proper sidings, sheds etc 


Self Employed ? 


Paperwork taking 
more and more of your time? 


Wish you had help 
with your bookkeeping? 


Call Phil Plant 
Plant Management Consultancy 
01869 336168 or 07715 131946 
pmc.pp@btopenworld.com 


GLEANINGS FROM THE PAST 


Deddington News 


GREAT DEDDINGTONIANS. 1879-1930. 

Voting on who will be thought the GREATEST 
BRITON is at present very much in the News. So 
why not try a similar exercise confining ourselves to 
Deddington? 

On top of my list must be: THE REVD THOMAS 
BONIFACE 1844-1931. Here’s the obituary written in 
the Deddington & Deanery Magazine, May 1931 by 
the Vicar Dr Maurice Frost, his successor : 

“It is difficult for one who only knew him for six 
years to write adequately of all he did for Dedding- 
ton during his incumbency of 46 years (1879-1924). 
He had become as much part of the Parish as the 
Church itself. Looking through the registers one finds 
that while he was Vicar there were 1,398 baptisms, 
410 weddings and 1,235 burials - most of which he 
conducted personally. Of his many interests, the Day 
Schools were one of his dearest and he remained cor- 
respondent - to the great relief of his successor - until 
his death on Easter Monday evening. The efficiency 
with which he performed the task was shown by the 
balance sheet issued a week or two ago to subscribers. 
We may be thankful that after such a long life of lov- 
ing service he was spared a lingering illness, and also 
was able to make his Easter Communion on Monday 
morning. He has left the Church a complete set of Par- 
ish Magazines from 1879-1930, which will be kept in 
the Church chest. Also a roller and mowing machine 
for use in the churchyard, for the upkeep of which, a 
few years ago, he left £200 in trust with the Diocesan 
Board, the interest being paid to the PCC. The funeral 
was on Saturday, April 1 1th, when a large congregation 
attended, both from the Parish and outside. In spite of 
the announcement in the local papers of ‘No flowers’ 
several friends in addition to the relatives sent offer- 
ings - the churchwardens, and sidesmen, the choir etc, 
while the good people of Clifton all joined in giving a 
very handsome floral cross.” 

Ruth Johnsen 


John DO Fowler 
Aeoclle of De Cherbenact Peters crf Gull eile] 


Building Consultant 


Plans prepared for Planning 
& Buiiding Consent 
Structural Surveys & advica 
provided 


Thee Eearrs Otc & 
The Fire, & Thoms Stroet 
Gein gate, Bak xo, O18 


Ted : O1BG9 358195 or 356256 
ESTABLISHED 20 YEARS 


Deddington News 
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GOOD NEIGHBOUR GROUP for Deddington, Clifton and Hempton 
December 2002 


The group offers help in a crisis, or even with an everyday task such as collecting a prescription or 
doing some shopping. 
If you are unable to reach the appropriate person listed below, 
please telephone Angela Waller 338970 


DEDDINGTON - 
BULL RING, HORSEFAIR, VICTORIA TER- 
RACE: 
Jo Mace, Three Horseshoes, Horsefair 338349 
PHILCOTE STREET: 

Molly Neild, 1 Philcote Street 338521 
EARL’S LANE, BANBURY ROAD: 
Janet Broadbent, Stone Court, Earl’s Lane 

338173 


HIGH STREET, HUDSON STREET: 

Joyce Minnear, 2 Holly Tree Cottages 338529 
CHURCH STREET, MARKET PLACE, THE 
TCHURE: 

Pat Swash, Foresters Cottage, The Tchure 
338920 
ST THOMAS STREET, CHAPMAN’S LANE, 
GOOSE GREEN, HOPCRAFT LANE: 
John Burdon, Kempster Place, Philcote Street 
338150 
NEW STREET: 
Angela Waller, 5 New Street 338970 
THE DAEDINGS, PIERS ROW: 
Helen Worrell, 18 The Daedings 338189 
HEMPTON ROAD, THE PADDOCKS: 
Josie Stevens, The Sycamores, Hempton Rd 
338305 
WINDMILL STREET, WINDMILL CLOSE, 
MACKLEY CLOSE: 
Pat Brittain, 28 The Daedings 338685 
MILL CLOSE: 
Margaret Reid, 39 Mill Close 337283 
GAVESTON GARDENS: 
Adele Sullivan, 10 Gaveston Gardens 337485 
CLIFTON ROAD, CASTLE & FIELD BARNS: 
David & Gay Hood, Earls Lane 338200 
HEMPTON 
Rene Mahony, 15 St John’s Way 338438 
CLIFTON 
Katie McGovern, Roseville, Chapel Close 
33877 1 


HELPLINES 
AGE CONCERN 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 01865 242373 
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE SOCIETY 
01295 750622 
BANBURY BENEFITS ADVICE 01295 255863 


01295 278040 


BANBURY FAMILY CENTRE 01295 275507 
BRITISH RED CROSS- home from hospital 

01295 229257 
CARDIAC SUPPORT GROUP 01295229373 
CARERS CENTRE 01295 264545 
CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU —=_— 08450 505162 
COUNCIL OF DISABLED PEOPLE 


01865 792226 
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT ADVICE 
01295 768119 
DIAL-A-RIDE 01295 263777 
DIALABILITY 01865 791818 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH, CDC 
01295 252535 
Pollution Control 01295 221632 


for noise complaints out of office hours 

01865 266000 
FAMILY MEDIATION SERVICE 01865 741781 
HEALTH POINT 0800 665544 
KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE 01295 811866 
LIBRA 01295 273511 
LIFE PREGNANCY COUNSELLING 

01869 245777 
LONE PARENT HELPLINE 0800 0185026 
PEST CONTROL 01295 221937 
RELATE - Marriage Guidance 01295 258141 


THE SAMARITANS 01295 270000 
SOCIAL SERVICES 01295 252421 
THAMES VALLEY FM HELPLINE 

0645 311222 
VICTIM SUPPORT 01295 277990 
VOLUNTEER BUREAU 01295 279515 
YOUNG HOMELESS 01295 259442 
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Deddington News 


JANUARY DIARY 

Mon 6 Monday Morning Club: Coffee Morning, Holly Tree, 10 am-noon. > p.7 

Wed 11  Deddington History Society: Windmill Centre, 7.30 pm. > p.7 

Tue 14 WE: Phil Plant, The Euro, Holly Tree, 7.30 pm. 

Wed 15 Friendship Club: New Year’s lunch, venue to be announced. 

Wed 15 Parish Council Meeting: Town Hall, 7.30 pm. > p.3 

Tue 21 Copy Date for February Deddington News. 

Thu 23 Deddington Players present The Pied Piper, Windmill Centre, 7.30 pm. > p.9 

Fri 24 Deddington Players present The Pied Piper, Windmill Centre, 7.30 pm. > p.9 

Sat 25 Deddington Players present The Pied Piper, Windmill Centre, 2.30 and 7.30 pm. > p.9 

Sat 25 Deddington Farmers’ Market, 9 am ~ 12.30 pm. > p.12 

Wed 29 Friendship Club: Social afternoon, Windmill Centre, 2.30 pm. 

FEBRUARY DIARY 

Sat 1 Auditions for ‘Noye’s Fludde’:Deddington Parish Church, 2.30 ~ 4.30 pm. > p.8 

Mon 3 Monday Morning Club, Coffee Morning, Holly Tree, 10 am-noon. 

Wed 5  Deddington Ladies, Holly Tree, 8-10 pm. 
Monday: Song Circle: second & fourth Monday of each month. > p.6 
Tuesdays: Deddington Guides: Windmill Centre, 7-9 pm. > p.7 
Wednesdays: Anchor Boys: 3.15 pm, Deddington School. > p.6 
Wednesdays: Boys Brigade: 5.30 pm, Windmill Centre. > p.6 
Thursdays: Life & Portrait Art Group: Town Hall, 10-12.30 & 1.30-4pm. 
Thursdays: 1st Deddington Cubs: 6-7.30 pm, Windmill Centre. > p.7 
Thursdays: 1st Deddington Scouts: 7.30-9 pm, Windmill Centre. > p.7 
Fridays: Coffee morning in aid of Katharine House: Parish Church, 10~12. 
Fridays: Babies & Toddlers Group: Windmill Centre, 9.30 -11.30 am. > p.6 
Fridays: Bridge Club: Holly Tree, 2-5 pm. 
Fridays: British Legion: Prize Bingo and “Play Your Cards Right” at 8 pm. 

MOLLIE SANDERS DEDDINGTON MARKET PLACE PHOTOGRAPH 


On 24 January 1903 Mollie was born in Hartwell near 
Northampton. For more than sixty years she has lived 
at the Priory in Hudson Street, where her son Clive was 
born. Walter her husband had a confectionery business 
based in Duns Tew supplying local shops with a horse 
and cart, until he bought a van in 1926 for £30/0/10. 
As well as sweets, the Sanders also supplied Sunday pa- 
pers, and collected and delivered batteries for charging 
- essential in those days for powering what was indeed 
the ‘wireless’. They hired out a portable public address 
system for events like shows and fetes. After the war the 
Sanders made available a hall at the Priory for dances, 
parties and wedding receptions. 

Mollie is fondly remembered serving 
customers in her shop at The Priory 
with ha’penny’s worth of sweets, 
scooping them out of big glass jars 
even after her hands became arthritic. 
After Walter died in 1971, Clive made 
the shop into a restaurant and ice- 
cream parlour, where Mollie helped 
until it closed when she was 82. The 
DN in May 1983 published a two- 
page profile of Mollie and her family. 
Now we wish her a happy 100th birthday !! 

The premises briefly became a Mexican restaurant. 
Far-western cuisine was then replaced by far-eastern 
served at the present May Fu Il. 


Please note that John Whitworth 
[see ad inside back page] has moved to 


16 High Street, Bodicote 01295 268170 


The date of the photo on the next page is tantalising 
- none of the clues in it is conclusive. The railings in 
the foreground surrounded a pond which was filled in 
c.1860. The presence of the railings suggests that the 
pond was still there when the photograph was taken. 
It seems likely, therefore, that we are looking at a date 
earlier than 1860. 

It would be helpful if the photograph showed the south 
porch of the church: the present porch was completed 
by 1868. The large tomb discernible over the church- 
yard wall is a further disappointment. The earliest date 
decipherable on it is that for William Hitchcock, who 
died in1887. There were undoubtedly earlier dates on 
it, but they have weathered away. The tomb’s style, how- 
ever, seems to fit a mid 19th-century date, as does the 
dress of those posing in front of the wall. Dean’s store is 
prominent. The store was there by 1851, when the cen- 
sus records John Dean, grocer, employing two men and 
an apprentice. Gardner’s Directory of 1852 describes 
him as grocer, tallow chandler, and provision and hop 
merchant. On that evidence the photograph could con- 
ceivably be even earlier than 1851, which would make 
it impressively precocious. It seems more likely, though, 
that it was taken closer to 1860 than to 1850, which 
we think makes it the earliest surviving photograph of 
Deddington and a valuable historical record. Can you 
help date it more precisely ? Chiis Day 


Ivy Price used to live in one of the cottages in the 
photo. Thanks to her son Tony, the photo, expertly en- 
hanced by Colin Robinson, is DN’s Christmas present 
to its readers - perhaps to be framed. The Map Group 
has extra copies for sale. Ep 


‘ 


